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CHILDCARE SERVICES, REGULATION 

699. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Community Development: 
Will the minister inform the house of any new steps being taken by the government to strengthen the regulation 
of Western Australian childcare services? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
I thank the member for her question.  Every week in this state, approximately 70 000 children use childcare 
services.  Recently I announced a $3.6 million injection of funds into the childcare licensing unit to create a new 
childcare standards and licensing unit, which will investigate and, where necessary, prosecute breaches of the 
regulations.  I can report to the house that we are moving very quickly to establish that unit.  Most of the 
positions have now been advertised, including those of the director and the senior legal officer.  That will, in 
effect, double the permanent staff of that unit.   

There is another issue.  Throughout the world there is a trend towards providing families with more information 
on how services caring for vulnerable people, such as children, people with disabilities and the frail elderly, 
comply with regulated standards.  Currently, however, there is no regulation in any Australian jurisdiction that 
requires parents to be notified when a childcare service is successfully prosecuted.  When I found this out 
recently, I immediately asked the Department for Community Development to address the situation.  I can 
announce today that the government will gazette new regulations requiring the Department for Community 
Development to notify parents using a childcare service when that service is successfully prosecuted for 
breaching the childcare regulations.  These regulations will take effect when the new Children and Community 
Services Act is proclaimed on 1 March 2006.  With this step, the Gallop government will become the first 
jurisdiction in Australia to ensure that parents are informed when a childcare service has been successfully 
prosecuted for breaching standards.  This will assist with compliance and provide parents with the information 
they need and are entitled to receive to monitor the quality of care for their children in individual childcare 
centres.  In addition to that, we are examining ways in which we might advise parents of more serious breaches 
that are yet to be referred for court action.  

To summarise, the government has injected $3.6 million for a new compliance standards unit, will introduce a 
new regime for ensuring that parents are informed about prosecutions and has introduced comprehensive 
licensing for all out-of-school care services.  Once again, the government is addressing, step by step, the 
deficiencies in the system to make sure that we have standards for very good practice.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Cottesloe and the member for Nedlands to order.  
 


